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Treatment of HCV infection is 
uncommon 
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HCV is not routinely treated in corrections 

Beckman Health Affairs 2016 



Medical cost of not treating hepatitis C 

“Don’t some 
die with HCV 
instead from 
HCV?” 

Lo Re Clin Gastro Hep 2016 



The cost of not treating hepatitis C 
”Won’t most people just die with and not of 

HCV infection?”  

►Medical 

►Societal  

►Personal 

►Economic 

►Ethical 



In some liver disease will progress 

► Liver disease progression 



In some liver disease will progress 

► Liver disease progression 

Konerman Hepatology 2014; Sulkowski AIDS 2007 

Median 30 months between bx 



More mortality at moderate disease stage 

Cepeda Clin Infect Dis 2017 

N=598 N=222 N=155 



You don’t know which ones will 
progress 

►HIV/HCV study pairs METAVIR stage 0 or 1 (n = 371)  
– AST level (>100 U/L) was associated with progression  

• Sensitivity = 13%; negative predictive value = 68%. 

 

Konorman Hepatol 2014 



You don’t even know which ones 
have F 0-1 

Sampling error occurs with all staging 

►41 of 124 patients (33.1%) had >1 stage 
difference in R and L lobes2 

 

1 Regev Am J Gastro 2002    



The cost of not treating hepatitis C  

►Medical 
– Liver disease progression 

• Can’t tell who will progress 

• Can’t even tell who is F—2 

– Extrahepatic disease 



Higher incidence of outcomes in 677 HCV 
RNA positive vs 298 HCV AB+ RNA neg 
and 18,541 seronegative 

Lee JID 2012 
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More extrahepatic disease in HCV infection 

Lee JID 2012 

Reau EASL 2017 



Cure of HCV improves cardiovascular 
outcomes: 1,411 treated HCV-infected 
patients; 1,411 matched untreated 
controls; 5,644 uninfected 

Hsu Hepatology 2014 



Hsu Hepatology 2014 

Cure of HCV improves stroke outcome: 
1,411 treated HCV-infected patients; 
1,411 matched untreated controls;  
5,644 uninfected 



Cacoub EASL 2017 

Cure of HCV improves cardiovascular outcomes 



Effect of cure on the incidence of 
lymphoma 
HCV patients with SVR (n = 1,048) vs persistently infected (n = 2,161) 

Kawamura et al, Am J Med 2007;120:1034–1041 

Log-rank test p = 0.0159 

Patients with persistent infection 

Patients with sustained virological response 
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The cost of not treating hepatitis C  

►89 patients with HCV-related NH lymphoma 

►82% were stage F0-2 

►53 had HCV documented before lymphoma 
– 44% not treated, 38% due to low stage 

Torres Liver Intern 2015 



Treatment of HCV among HIV-pos 
MSM in Netherlands is associated with 
lower incident HCV 

Rijnders CROI 2017 

A-HCV = acquired HCV 



The cost of not treating hepatitis C  

►Medical 

►Societal 
– Treatment for prevention 

• MSM 

• IDU 

• Perinatal 

• Heterosexual 
  



The cost of not treating hepatitis C  

►Medical 

►Societal  

►Personal 

►Economic 



Treating all vs restricting to 
significant fibrosis prevents 
outcomes 

Chidi Value in Health 2016 



“Full access was less costly and 
more effective for all cohorts and 
perspectives” 

Chidi Value in Health 2016 

Compared with Current Practice, Full Access averted 5,994 hepatocellular 
carcinoma cases and 121 liver transplants per 100,000 patients 



The cost of not treating hepatitis C  

►Medical 

►Societal  

►Personal 

►Economic 

►Ethical 



The cost of not treating hepatitis C 
”Won’t most people just die with and not of 

HCV infection?”  



The cost of not treating hepatitis C is 
TOO HIGH - all should be treated 

►Medical 

►Societal  

►Personal 

►Economic 

►Ethical 




