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W Ms. O’Connell graduated with a Bachelor of Science in psychology/biology from

Nasson College, Springvale, Maine, in 1982. She received a Bachelor of Science-
Physician Assistant from Rutgers University in 1987 and a Master’s in Public Health
from the University of Medicine & Dentistry of New Jersey (UMDNJ) in 1995.
After working for several years in family practice in the Pocono, Pennsylvania area, Ms. O’Connell joined
the faculty of the UMDNIJ, now Rutgers, Physician Assistant Program in 1990. She is currently an
Associate Professor and Assistant Director for Didactic Education. She is involved in several preclinical
modules and lectures in ophthalmology, acute abdomen, infectious disease, fluid management, and
bipolar disorder. In 2011 she was awarded the School of Health Related Professions Excellence in
Teaching Award. Ms. O’Connell is the editor of the Comprehensive Review for the Certification and
Recertification Examination for Physician Assistants, currently in its 5th edition (6th edition out soon!)..
She is on the editorial board of the Advisor Forum of Clinical Advisor for Physician Assistants. Ms.
O’Connell has participated in several continuing medical education conferences and community service
programs. She currently serves on the Physician Assistant Advisory Committee of the New Jersey Board

of Medical Examiners.



